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English and American difficulties. Not until September 14, six days
after the original landing, was the beachhead secure.

Within forty-eight hours of the time when the first units had
gone ashore near Salerno, the Germans occupied Rome without
serious fighting. Most of the Italian fleet succeeded in gaining Allied
ports, dthough one battleship was sunk by a lucky German bomb,
The British presently made a second landing at Taranto on the sole
of the Italian boot, and on September 16 the British Eighth Army,
which had begun landing opposite Messina twelve days before*
gained touch with the right wing of the Salerno forces.

About this time Italian aims made their one positive contribution
to the campaign in Sardinia. The five Italian divisions there turned
upon the single German division, most of which succeeded in re-
treating to Corsica. What became of the four Italian divisions
which had garrisoned this second island is not clear. In any event
the few Germans almost immediately found themselves threatened
by a rising of the notoriously hardy and turbulent population,
assisted by certain French troop units which had been shipped in
from Africa. Early in October the whole island was in French
hands.

On the mainland the Germans retreated slowly northwestward.
Foggia with its great airfields near the Adriatic shore, and some
hundred air miles from Taranto, was not occupied ointil kte in
September. Naples, where the retreating forces sabotaged the public
utilities of that city and added to the damage already done by
United Nations bombers in the harbor, was entered on October 1.
Nine days later Eisenhower's forces reached the line of the Volturno
River, ten miles farther on, but throughout the next thirty days
they were able to advance less than twenty miles to the line of the
next river, the Garigliano. There they remained substantially on the
same line from November, '43, until kte in May, '44, contending
with the obstinate resistance of perhaps eleven German divisions
and still more with cold, rain, and mud. In general the combined
English and Americans are estimated to have outnumbered their
ground opponents by three to two. In the air their superiority was
greater, but during much of the period mist and low clouds pre-
vented effective air support Most of the short advances made were
preceded by heavy and prolonged artillery fire, which the Germans